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1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM 

 

2. Introduction of Attendees: Present were: Chair Dave Johnson, Secretary Laura Chadbourne, 

Members Morris Gibely, Melanie Ridlon Eldracher, and Alternate Member Ron Kiesman. 

Absent: Member Kevin Taylor. CEO Arthur Dunlap was also in attendance. Member of public: 

Ron Leavitt, Sweden property owner, was in attendance.  

 

3.  Minutes from the June 14, 2018 Meeting: The minutes were reviewed by the group. Laura 

Chadbourne moved and Morris Gibely seconded the acceptance of the minutes as written. The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

4. CEO’s Report for June 2018: CEO submitted the June CEO report, recently revised to 

conform with standard format used by Town of Sweden. The April and May CEO reports have 

also been updated and Arthur will get a copy to the PB Secretary.  

 

Arthur verbally conveyed some of the highlights of the report, including revegetation of trees 

cleared on Keyes Pond in violation of shoreland regulations. Owner has been cooperative in 

remediating the violation. 

 

Discussion ensued of building codes; CEO does not issue Certificate of Occupancy because 

Sweden does not have a building code. Laura Chadbourne noted there is a very old booklet from 

1983 entitled “building codes” for Sweden. Will get a copy to CEO (done after the meeting), but 

the group does not know if this old set of building codes is still in force. Morris Gibely moved 

and Melanie Ridlon Eldracher seconded to accept the revised April, May, and June CEO reports. 

The motion passed unanimously.   

 

6. Communication & Bills  

A. Correspondence Received and Sent (by date) 

1. Memo from town resident Mr. Ronald Leavitt (undated), hand-delivered to PB members 

in attendance at the 6/14/2018 PB meeting. Memo included a count of new homes built 

in Sweden from 2012 – 2017 “built without sprinkler systems”. Memo also noted that 

the Popple Hill Estates subdivision required sprinkler systems in all homes built, yet 

that the Woodbury Hill subdivision did not require sprinkler systems. The memo 

concludes with a concern of unlawful discrimination. 

 

7. Old Business:  

A. Chair Dave Johnson reviewed with Mr. Leavitt research from the Popple Hill Estates 

(PHE) files regarding fire sprinkler requirement in Popple Hill Estates subdivision: 

1. For background, part of the PB’s mandate as outlined in the Sweden Subdivision 

regulations and state law is “consider the safety and welfare of the people of the 

Town of Sweden” including fire protection. 

2. Sweden Subdivision regulations require input from the Fire Chief (FC) when the 

PB reviews a proposed subdivision. The records show that the FC originally 
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wanted two 30,000 gallon tanks for PHE; however, the owner was concerned this 

would be too costly. 

3. The FC and landowner (Mr. Leavitt) met on 9/12/2005 and agreed to a 

compromise of one 30,000 gallon tank along with a requirement for a sprinkler 

system in each home built in the subdivision. 

4. This requirement for one 30,000 gallon tank and sprinkler systems was included 

on the final subdivision plan as approved by the PB in 2006. 

 

Chair noted that the fire protection issue was settled as per standard subdivision processes 12 

years ago and was an appropriate decision. The risk in the owner looking to change the 

requirement now is that the FC could re-review and recommend an even more stringent 

requirement. 

 

Mr. Leavitt asked the Board about the process should he choose to file an amendment to the PHE 

subdivision. Secretary Laura Chadbourne noted that the process would likely take a few months 

as it would involve a formal review with several steps including: applicant submitting an 

application to review the revised plan, applicant having the plan revised and submitting that to 

the PB, PB initial review, input from the FC, scheduling of a public hearing (including 

notification of abutters and advertising the hearing in the paper), holding a site walk and public 

hearing, then final review and decision.  

 

Action: Board will send letter to Mr. Leavitt summarizing the findings and will also include 

information about the process should he choose to file an amendment to the subdivision.  

 

8. New Business:  

A. None 

 

9.   Announcements:  

A.  The next regular Meeting will be on August 9, 2018 at 7:00 PM at the Sweden Town 

Office.   

B. The board has an opening for one Alternate Member (Alternate Members serve a 1-year 

term). Should anyone express interest, they can be appointed by the Selectmen. 

 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. The Chair adjourned the meeting at 8:00 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Laura Chadbourne 

Secretary, Sweden Planning Board 


