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Town of Sweden Comprehensive Plan Survey Results 2021 Part 3 

(Questions 12-15) 

Future Land Use Plan State Goal: To encourage orderly growth and development in appropriate areas of 

each community, while protecting the state's rural character, making efficient use of public services, and 

preventing development sprawl. 

12. What is the single most important land use 
concern facing the Town of Sweden today?  

No Answer 64 

Avoiding Development/Growth 56 

Environmental Protection/Natural resources/Water 
Quality/Lake Preservation/Open Space & 
Recreation 17 

Balance (growing tax base while preserving quality 
of life 14 

Controlling Timber Harvesting 12 

Code Enforcement 7 

Keeping Town Rural 7 

Other 7 

Avoiding Solar/Windmills/Water for Commercial 
Use 6 

Roads 5 

Lack of Development/Growth of Tax Base/Lack of 
Internet 2 

Increased Population 2 

Fire Station Positive 1 
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Public Facilities and Services, Fiscal Capacity and Existing Land Use 
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34. What are the 3 characteristics that contribute most to your 

sense that Sweden is a rural community?

Scenic Natural Beauty/Wildlife/Loons 95
Little or No Development, No Commercial, Low Tech/No Stores 83
Peaceful/Quiet 44
Small Town/Small Population 44
No Answer 44
Open Space/Agricultural/Uncrowded 43
Community feel/Belonging/Friendly/Neighborly 28
Little Traffic 12
Dark Skies 11
Water Quality 10
Other 9
Historical/Living History 6
Privacy 5
Clean Envionment 4
Slow Pace/Simple 2
Recreation 2
Conveniently Located 2

Safe 1
Traditional/Family 1
Wonderful Town 1
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35. What do you think are the 3 greatest issues or challenges 

facing Sweden in the coming years?

Avoiding Development/Growth 78
Other 44
Environmental Protection/Naural resources/Water Quality/Lake 

Preservation/Open Space & Recreation 36
Improving Technoloy 34
Retaining Town officials , Volunteers, providing better Town 

Services 33
Roads 29
Keeping Taxes Down/Watching Expenses 27
Balance (growing tax base while preserving quality of 

life/Responsible Solar & Other Development 26
Keeping Town Rural 18
Code Enforcement 15
Fire Station Positive 12
Increased Population 9
Influence of Out of Staters 9
Aging Population 6
Controlling Timber Harvesting 5
Speed on roads 5
Avoiding Solar/Windmills/Water for Commercial Use 4
Noise 3
Fewer Restrictions 2
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